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Arrests Up in Atlanta Airport Restrooms
Apr 12 03:23 AM US/Eastern
By DANIEL YEE
Associated Press Writer
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ATLANTA (AP) - At the world's busiest airport, plainclothes o
restrooms in search of luggage thieves have instead uncover
sordid crimes.

The new restroom dragnet has led to the arrests of more thah 30
for indecent exposure and public sex acts at Hartsfield-Jackspr
Airport.
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Airport restrooms apparently have become such popular meeiirig plab
for sexual trysts with other men that they have been suggested Isevei
places in personal ads on the Web site Cralgslist.

es for men looking
I times as meetingra

timeone ad"Hey ... I'm stuck at the airport from 5 p.m. and I'm looking for a good
reads. In another, the person posting says he is stuck at the ^irport for three hours in the
evening and Is looking for "discreet, quick action."

The new patrols were started to stop theft, not catch people i|i sex ^([is, police officials
say.

Officers started monitoring the restrooms after figuring out thst thieve
off baggage-claim carousels and taking them into toilet stalls comfc

were pulling bags
through them.

"We're trying to provide a safe environment for everyone at th
Joseph Villafane, a police spokesman. "We're not out to get ^11
encounter it."
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Among those arrested is Ed Wall, the board chairman of the
Transit Authority. An officer said he saw Wall having oral sex
has temporarily stepped down from his post, has maintained
has not been set.

The other court cases are pending.

James Gates, a clinical psychologist, said airport indecency aitrests Uk
getting caught performing sexual acts. He said it illustrates comj3uls|v
exhibitionism.

"They're not a lot different from any compulsion ... it's just thai
be offensive to people and can be traumatizing," said Gates,
psychological testing on sex offenders and people with sexua
have the thrill and as they keep not getting caught or reportecp
less. It has to become more risky and daring to keep the thrill

Still, some say the airport police should have better things to
restrooms.
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"Police have far better things to do with their time than to arrejst
Kenneth Sherrill, professor at Hunter Gollege of The Gity Univ
'sex police' in bathrooms strikes me as a perversion of rationa
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Atlanta's is not the only airport to have had restroom-related a rrests. Former Washington,
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D.C., Mayor Marion Barry was ordered to pay $35,000 in dana^es to
said he slioved her and exposed himself to her in a bathroon at Bai
International Airport in 2000. A year later, a county judge in Michigan
Detroit Metro Airport for allegedly exposing himself to an undlerbover
district attorney decided not to prosecute.

The Atlanta airport police efforts may be working, as new perlsdnal ac
have warned people to be careful.

"Do NOT do anything at the airport," one posting from March
hook up, do it outside the airport! Have fun but be smart abo
jail for the night and having your face put on the news."

On The Net:

Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport:

http://www.atlanta-airport.com

Copyright2007 The Associated Press. Allrights reserved. This material may not t>e
redistributed.
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